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Introduction:

The Levi Heywood Memorial Library, hereafter referred to as "the Library," is committed to
fostering an environment of inclusivity, accessibility, and equity for all members of the
community it serves. As an essential resource center, the Library recognizes its responsibility to
provide equal access to information, resources, and services without discrimination.

Equitable Practices:

1. Fine-Free Policy: The Library has implemented a fine-free policy effective immediately,
eliminating barriers to access for individuals facing economic challenges. This decision
aligns with the Library's mission to serve the entire community equitably.

2. Non-Discriminatory Access: The Library ensures that all individuals, regardless of race,
ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, age, disability, or
any other characteristic, have equal access to library materials, programs, and facilities.

3. Community Outreach: The Library actively engages in outreach programs to
underserved and marginalized communities, aiming to bridge gaps in access to
information and resources. These efforts include partnerships with local organizations,
outreach events, and targeted programming.

4. Accessible Facilities: The Library is committed to improving and providing physical and
digital spaces that are accessible to all patrons, including those with disabilities. This
includes wheelchair accessibility, assistive technologies, and accommodations for
individuals with visual or auditory impairments.

5. Cultural Sensitivity: The Library promotes cultural sensitivity and diversity in its
collections, programs, and services. It strives to represent the diverse backgrounds and
experiences of its community members and actively seeks feedback to ensure
inclusivity.

Conclusion:

The Levi Heywood Memorial Library reaffirms its dedication to equitable practices and
recognizes that fostering inclusivity and accessibility is an ongoing commitment. By upholding
these principles, the Library continues to serve as a vital resource for education, enrichment,
and community engagement.
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