
Reciprocal Borrowing Policy 

Levi Heywood Memorial Library 

Gardner, MA 01440 

 

In accordance with the State’s Minimum Standard for Public Library Service (Massachusetts 

General Laws, Ch. 78, Section 19B 1 & 6, and 605 CMR 4.01 (1&6)) the Levi Heywood 

Memorial Library extends reciprocal borrowing privileges to all residents of the Commonwealth 

who reside in towns which meet the standards and are therefore “certified” for State Aid to 

libraries.   

 

Such reciprocity is not possible when a library ceases to provide services (i.e. closes completely) 

or reduces its hours or support below the MBLC standard for the size of community it serves.  

The Levi Heywood Memorial Board of Trustees does recognize the hardship this places on 

residents of decertified communities.  However, when officials of other communities have 

chosen not to fund their own library, the Levi Heywood Memorial Library Board can not pass 

the costs of serving these decertified patrons on to the taxpayers of Gardner.   

 

It is therefore the policy of the Levi Heywood Memorial Library to discontinue borrowing and 

Network transfer privileges to residents and libraries in communities who terminate library 

service or reduce hours opening and or funding to below certification standards for the size of 

that community as determined by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.   

 

Public libraries that receive waivers from the MBLC will be viewed as being “certified.”   

 

The Library Board of Trustees, the Library Director, and the municipal officials of the affected 

community will be notified in writing by the LHML Trustees when reciprocal borrowing 

privileges have been terminated.   

 

Patrons from decertified libraries are still invited to visit the LHML to use the collection in the 

building and to make use of our public computers.  Registration for library programs with limited 

attendance will not be open to residents from decertified communities.  Attendance at open 

programs is welcomed.   

 

 

Revised and approved by the Board of Library Trustees on May 14, 2025. 

 


